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The crimes of Charles Manson, Ted Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, John Wayne Gacy, Dennis Rader,
and other high-profile killers are so breathtakingly awful that most people would not hesitate to
label them "evil." In this groundbreaking book, renowned psychiatrist Michael H. Stone—host of
Discovery Channel’s former series Most Evil—uses this common emotional reaction to horrifying
acts as his starting point to explore the concept and reality of evil from a new perspective. In an
in-depth discussion of the personality traits and behavior that constitute evil across a wide
spectrum, Dr. Stone takes a clarifying scientific approach to a topic that for centuries has been
inadequately explained by religious doctrines.Basing his analysis on the detailed biographies of
more than 600 violent criminals, Stone has created a 22-level hierarchy of evil behavior, which
loosely reflects the structure of Dante’s Inferno. He traces two salient personality traits that run
the gamut from those who commit crimes of passion to perpetrators of the worst crimes—
sadistic torture and murder. One trait is narcissism, as exhibited in people who are so self-
centered that they have little or no ability to care about their victims. The other is aggression, the
use of power over another person to inflict humiliation, suffering, and death.Stone then turns to
the various factors that, singly or intertwined, contribute to pushing certain people over the edge
into committing heinous crimes. They include heredity, adverse environments, violence-prone
cultures, mental illness or brain injury, and abuse of mind-altering drugs. All are considered in
the search for the root causes of evil behavior.What do psychology, psychiatry, and
neuroscience tell us about the minds of those whose actions could be described as evil? And
what will that mean for the rest of us? Stone discusses how an increased understanding of the
causes of evil will affect the justice system. He predicts a day when certain persons can safely
be declared salvageable and restored to society and when early signs of violence in children
may be corrected before potentially dangerous patterns become entrenched.
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Dani Jorgenson Tanaka, “From Not Liking His Show On The Discovery Channel ID.... I watched
Dr. Stone's show on what is now Discovery ID. I didn't like mostly because there was nothing
tying together his arbitrary list of numbers of evil. So why on earth did I get the book???? I am
interested in this type of stuff. I'm a true crime buff and I thought I'd give him a chance by
attempting to read the book. I was surprised by how much I liked the book. His work and
expertise as a Forensic Psychiatrist is more properly displayed in this book than on the show in
my opinion. I still feel the gradations of Evil were very arbitrary to what HE decided, but its his
book. And he actually allowed a layperson to understand perfectly his points. Something his
show never got across to me in a meaningful way. Everyone understands a man who murders
his wife may not be as "EVIL" as say serial killer. But in the show he never really expressed how
he made distinctions between murderers which confused me. Isn't one murder as bad as any
other? But this psychiatrist's job is to deal in criminal psyche's. So I imagine after dealing with
people like he does, you begin to make distinctions like say a wife/husband murderer less vile
than say a serial killer in the highest torture categories. I actually would like to watch the show
again now that I understand what his purpose was. Evil isn't a very 'scientific' term even for a
Psychiatrist. But what else do you call the breaking of the ultimate Taboo? This was the first
book I read about pure Forensic Psychiatry/Psychology put in such a creative way. I enjoyed this
book as a revelation, not a voyeuristic look at the criminals. But understanding that even those
who work with these people as there chosen profession, never lose their ability to be troubled by
the evil in society. One would hope that is why they chose this profession along with a fascination
to understand EVIL. This is why I am a True Crime Buff. Maybe it is because if I can figure out
why I'll feel safer-- like they say people who have the urge to understand crime and the whys, all
subconsciously within me. This book didn't try to give whys, just showed Dr. Stone's belief at
least outside of his probably professional work because this doesn't sound like pure science but
his opinions that some crimes are just more evil than others. It is an intriguing concept even if I
don't necessarily agree with all his placements once he described certain murders in detail,
eloquent detail in fact. He is definitely a refined man and writer of incredibly education. But still I
standby my belief that this book is more than worthy of 5 stars. Especially if you like me are one
of those also troubled by evil in our society. And have found yourself reading a lot of True Crime
Books trying to understand it all. Maybe we are trying to feel safer subconsciously. But it in no
way makes this book any less worthy!!!I read it on my 
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Raia, “Used but AMAZING quality. The media could not be loaded.
                
            



                
            
            
        
    
    

  
  
I purchased this used hard cover from the seller and product wise, the quality of the book is
phenomenal. No bent or torn pages, no writing or marks, looked brand spankin’ new! I’m very
happy about this purchase.”

R. Auer, “The human mind is a dangerous place - and this book takes you there. I always
wondered what was on the "other side" of the victim in many murders and school shooting
tragedies, for example. While it is important to empathize and offer condolences to the victims,
these crimes will recur. This eventually leads one to wonder: What is in the mind that does these
things? This is the question posed clearly by this book. It is based on a wealth of experience,
and even first hand interviewing of some of these individuals. Michael Stone has so much data
that Evil crimes shake out into categories and can be placed into 22 bins. This only makes sense
when you work through the beginning of the book and think how you would have done it yourself,
as you accrue experiences with murders, as Dr. Stone has. Important questions such as
environment vs genetics, brain neurochemistry and behaviour, and other scientific topics are
introduced, but the book is not "stone-dry" science (pun intended). The criminal minds studied
show just how dangerous a place the human mind is, or can be. I like the surprising hard data on
early risk indicators for horrible crime later in life (if you set fires, harm animals and wet the bed
into late childhood, you are more likely to be in this book). Altogether engrossing and a highly
recommended read.”

Ebook Library Reader, “I think the quote is wrong walking. When you said Edmund Kemper said"
if i see a woman walking down the street my first thought is it would be nice to have dinner with
her treat her nice, then the next minute i am thinking how nice her head would look on a stick"



not a exact quote but it wasn't Kemper who said that ,it was Ted Bundy. But great book !”

A. Yalen, “This is one of the most interesting and deep and .... This is one of the most interesting
and deep and important books I have ever read. Makes me wish I had gone to med school to be
a psychologist or psychiatrist. Brain chemistry, the origin of personality, the criticality of
parenting--i am just blown away by the volume of material this book covers in such a clear,
concise, engaging way--and yes this book is dark and covers deeply distressing subjects, but
that is part of the human character for you and confronting it is a critical task. I really put this
book as one of my "essential" reads.”

Scamp, “Superb. A brilliant book which examines evil from a scientific standpoint, highly
recommended - having watched the linked television series - Most Evil - with great interest my
admiration for Stone was only increased on reading the book. He takes great care to maintain
an ethical stance in his discussions of the perpetrators of unspeakable crime and mindful of the
victims, avoids sensationalism. That he has recognised the issue of evil and sought to
anatomise it scientifically is an indication of Stone's professional acumen and moral courage.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Fascinating. An essential read for people interested in the darkest sides
of psychology. Absolutely fascinating and frightening to read - a thorough and thought provoking
book about the evil that people are capable of. A highly recommended read.”

Smileygkj, “Great present. Wife loved it”

ella-bridie McQueen, “Recommend!. I am a mental health nurse in a medium secure hospital in
the uk and reading about such topics regarding what it takes for people to commit such offensive
enthrals me.This book delivers!”

GC, “A must read. Fantastic book great insight in to psychopathic mind. Also highlighting the
nature/nurture role? Or is it just bad genes? Seen Mr Stone on TV and he is comes across just
as you would imagine in  this book.”

The book by Freddy A. Paniagua has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 439 people have provided
feedback.
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